
 
 

AGENDA 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 
 

Glencoe Village Hall 
675 Village Court 

Tuesday, October 22– 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Village of Glencoe is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Individuals with disabilities who plan to 
attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have 
questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact the Village of Glencoe at least 72 hours in advance 
of the meeting at (847) 835-4114, or the Illinois Relay Center at (800) 526-0844, to allow the Village of Glencoe to make reasonable 
accommodations for those persons. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL        7:00PM 
Elsabé Schimmelpenninck van der Oye, 
Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair 
Sandy Culver 
Gray Drobny 
Lisa Fremont 
Hall Healy 

Linda Lin 
Dudley Onderdonk 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Ashley Kain Silver 
Jennifer Varela

 
2. CONSIDER THE September 24, 2019 SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES  

 
3. RECAP RECENT EVENTS – CHAIR       7:15PM 

a. Newcomers Diner 
b. STF Dinner at the Glencoe Golf Club 

a. STF Contact Information Request of Guests for Thank You Note 
b. Discussion notes 
c. Stones – next steps 

c. Donation and Recycling Drop-Off Day 
 

4. DISCUSSION ON CURRENT INITIATIVES AND ASSIGNED TASKS – 2020 GOALS 7:30PM 
A. BUSINESSES 
B. WATER CONSERVATION 
C. ENERGY REDUCTION 
D. RECYCLING 
E. TRANSPORTATION 
F. RAVINES 
G. STORM WATER 
H. SOLAR 
I. GENERAL: PUBLIC AWARENESS – BEST APPROACH DISCUSION 

 
5. OTHER BUSINESS        8:30PM 

a. Eco Districts 
b. Glencoe Anchor Article Submission Schedule 
c. Event Calendar Discussion 
d. Budget 
e. November and December Meeting Update 

 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME        8:50PM 

 
7. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN      9:00PM 



 

 

VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 -7 p.m. 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
 

Chairman Hall Healy called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were present: 
Hall Healy, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice Chair 
Sandy Culver 
Gray Drobny  
Lisa Fremont 
Linda Lin 
Dudley Onderdonk 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Elsabe Schimmelpenninck van der Oye 
Jennifer Varela 
 
The following Task Force members were not present:  
Ashley Kain Silver 
 
Also present were: 
Phil Kiraly, Village Manager 
Megan Meyer, Assistant to the Village Manager 
Patrick DiDiana, Management Analyst 
Helyn Latham, Glencoe Public Library Staff Member  
Dr. Catherine Wang, District 35 Superintendent 
 

2. CONSIDER THE AUGUST SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING MINUTES 
Upon motion made, seconded and unanimously adopted by those present, the meeting 
minutes for the August 27, 2019 meeting were approved.  

 
3. WELCOME – CHAIRMAN HALL HEALY 

Chairman Hall Healy opened the meeting by welcoming all attendees. After briefly 
introducing each Task Force member, he introduced Elsabe Schimmelpenninck van der Oye 
as the new Chairperson.  
 

4. GLENCOE GOLF CLUB SUSTAINABILITY OVERVIEW – STELLA NANOS 
Stella Nanos, General Manager for the Glencoe Golf Club, welcomed all attendees to the 
facility and discussed the facility’s ISC Audubon Sustainable Golf Program Certificate. The 
ISC Audubon is a non-profit coalition of sustainability advocacy organizations that offers a 



 

 

Sustainable Golf Facility Program to reduce the consumption of non-renewable resources, 
minimize waste, create healthy, productive environments and inform the public, residents, 
guests, clients and employees about the benefits of sustainably managed golf facilities. 
 

5. APPRECIATION DINNER DISCUSSION 
 

• Why are we here?  
Ms. Elsabe Schimmelpenninck van der Oye introduced the Task Force to the guests. 

• Where is the Task Force now? 
Mr. Healy updated the attendees on the status of recent and future initiatives. 
Including a word for every Task Force member. 

• Why are you on the Task Force? 
Mr. Healy led discussions on the motivation of each Task Force member for joining 
the task force and on what they would like to see in the future.  

• Why are you here as a guest?  
Ms. Varela led a discussion on why the guests had been invited to attend this 
meeting dinner. 

• Group discussion – What would you like the Task Force to do next? 
Finally, the discussion concluded with an open forum on ideas to improve, steer and 
educate the community. Members of the Task Force and their guests suggested 
further utilizing social media platforms such as Nextdoor and Facebook. Some 
attendances also stressed the importance of publishing relatable content and 
narratives that inspire residents to participate. Finally, members and attendees 
discussed continuing the use of District 35’s newsletters.  

 
The discussion concluded with the topics listed below (summarized speed sheets).  

 

• Different strategies on motivating neighbors and children to participate in the STF.  

• Different strategies on networking with neighbors and local stakeholders. 

• Identifying effective educational and communication tools to further STF education. 

• Furthering efforts to educate neighbors on composting. 
 

 
6. OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT 

  There being no further business to come before the Sustainability Task Force, upon motion 
made, seconded and unanimously adopted by those present, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:49 p.m.  



Follow up Report and Suggestions for Spring for Recycling Event 
 
 
A) Paradigm Shift: 

 
1) Have the village stop paying for landfill pick up.  

a) How much does it cost to pay LSR for landfill pickup? 
b) Use that money to pay recycling vendors if we need to* 
- Patrick: Follow up with Bill Kenney/Josh at LRS to determine decrease 

in tonnage and/or decrease in Village fee following Saturday’s Clean-
Up Day event 

- FYI for 2020 events – 2020 Clean Up Days – Tentative Dates: 
o April 18 
o October 17 – Be conscious of high holidays  

 
B) Vendors: 

 
1) Have more vendors ON SITE  

a. We need to set a firm deadline to secure vendors, and then 
cut off new vendors (helps us to promote what can/cannot be 
collected, don’t have to revisit website to update multiple times)  

 
2) Add more vendors: 

  a) Hazardous waste?  YES 
b) Construction recycling YES (LSR or Evanston?) LRS is not a 
likely resource; Rebuilding Warehoues in Evanston!   
c) *Village pays for Large Furniture pick up? This would not be 
logistically possible, especially if the pick-ups are in home (eg the 
Chicago Furniture Bank)  
d) Metal? YES. Might be part of construction debris, or a separate 
vendor 
e) A vendor that can use the electronic parts? Patrick: Need to find 
out what LRS does with the electronics recycling. Are they 
scrapped for parts? 
f) Other vendors in addition to the ones we had?  

- Shredding (find a shredder that recycles paper once shredded? 
Patrick: SWANCC helps secure a shredding company; Need to find out 
what happens to paper 

- Bike recycling 
- Foam  
- Spray paint/oil paint 
- Auto-parts/car batteries 
- Incandescent light bulbs 
- Sports gear  
- Absolutely need to do ePaint Recycling again next year – great 

feedback!!! 



- Mattresses – I don’t think there’s a recycling ability here, but might be a 
nice service to offer… 

 
 
 
C) Location and Logistics: 

 
 1) If we stay at the same location: 

a) Make temple court a one-way street; May not be necessary; We 
could promote a map in advance explaining that entering from 
Vernon Avenue is the best option 

  b) Spread vendors out more down block; Agree 
c) Use ½ of parking lot for vendors; Agree – Patrick: We need to 

secure parking arrangements for those with B-Permits (downtown 
business parking permits) 

d) No parking on Temple court; Agree 
e) note: location worked well and was visible from Green Bay Rd. , 
which brought people in Agree 
 

2) If we use a parking lot: 
a) Make sure there is space for cars to be able to leave line; Agree 
b) Spread vendors out so cars go in each direction; This will be 
dependent on space 
c) Individual tents at each vendor for rain? Rain event should likely 
be held inside; Too much risk of ruining items and/or slippery 
situations for volunteers  

 
3) Use Pallets! 

a) Keep space between pallets so for easy lifting; ABSOLUTELY! 
And we need additional pallets/boxes or toters to accommodate the 
amount of items donated 
- Patrick: Follow up with LRS for future events 
 

4) Have a Separate Padded Box and Extra Padding 
 for breakable items (electronics/glass) so that they are not just put into 
the truck; It would be great if the “catch all group” (eg Goodwill/Epilepsy 
Foundation could be on site to provide something like this for working 
electronics  
 
5) Timing 

a) 10:00 -1:00 was good since it took 2 hours to clean up 
afterwards. Agree 
b) 10-2 is better if we can become more efficient on the cleanup (ie: 
with the use of pallets and on site vendors); 
 Not sure adding the hour is necessary;  
 



6) Megan and Patrick were incredible with providing maps, rain  back up 
plans, signage, cones, etc.….YAY! 

 
 
D) Volunteers: 
 

1) We could have used a few more volunteers 
a) make sure we have some volunteers for clean up YES! 

 
2) THANK YOU THANK YOU for bringing 3 extra (5 including Patrick and 

Megan) village employees!! The Village was AWSOME!!!!! 😊  

 
3) Better Educate the Volunteers at each station next time what CAN and 

CANNOT go to the vendor. (i.e.: My husband was turned away from 
dropping off paintings, some useless grills got dropped off, 
etc.…)(some foam not Styrofoam was dropped off) Patrick: Create 
cheat sheets for right next to the tote; would help if there were photos 
of acceptable/non-acceptable items  
 

4) The accepted item sheets were GREAT that Megan gave out. Maybe 
the volunteers were too overwhelmed and to use them? Maybe we 
could do a better job training them? Agreed; We could have the 
materials distributed prior to the event 

 
5) Have tape at drop off to tape cords to working electronics Agreed 

 
6) Partner with Local small Glencoe business for snacks next time? STF 

budget could accommodate snacks/drinks 
 
 
 
 

E) Advertising 
1) People seemed to have heard of the event form all of our 
efforts. (web, newspaper, posters, (their wives☺). But the most popular 
source seemed to be Glencoe Nextdoor! (Yea!) 
 
2) Anchor Article Before January 

a) We should write an article (written by staff or task force 
member?) touting our SUCCESS (tonnage saved) and having people 
begin to start saving for our spring event; Megan and Patrick will 
collaborate on a media release this week 

 
 3) Educate Villagers for Next Event 3 WEEKS PIOR  

a) Anchor article  
b) Nextdoor, poster, schools, etc. 



c) Make sure list of accepted items are out there 
d) Note: ask villagers to TAPE cords to working electronic 
equipment 
e) List actual name of vendors (especially if it’s a charity); Again, 
we need to have a hard deadline to confirm vendors; the multiple 
long emails were difficult to follow 
 

4) Allow task force members to post updates to our web site? (There were 
a lot of updates that didn’t make it on there) Only authorized Village 
employees are allowed to make edits to the website. Let’s instead work 
toward having all information ready far enough in advance that updates 
are unnecessary  

  
5)) Have an Anchor reporter there for day of event to document and write 
(cover!) article; Good idea. Let’s plan a media advisory to be sent no later 
than the Wednesday prior to the event (this is in addition to the releases 
that should be sent to promote the event) 

 
F) Community Response 
 

1)SOOOOO many people thanked us for having the event and already 
wanted to know when the next event was scheduled 
 
2) People kept coming after the event was over (a few tried to sneak 
things in) 

 
 



Glencoe Sustainability Task Force  
  

Transportation   
  

Statement of the Issue  
  

The safety and convenience of all users of the Glencoe Village transportation system, including 

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users and motor vehicle drivers, needs to be accommodated and 

balanced. The current system prioritizes motor vehicle traffic above all other modes, limiting the 

mobility of others. This is evidenced by inconsistent sidewalks within the Village, lack of dedicated 

bicycle lanes, and large proportion of public space dedicated to vehicular parking. In addition, 

vehicular traffic consistently exceeds posted speed limits. As a result, the residents don’t have 

access to the full range of safe transportation options.  
  

Future Vision  
  

We aspire to develop a transportation system that improves mobility for all Glencoe residents — one 

that is balanced to serve the transportation needs, safety, and health of all users, regardless of how 

or where they are traveling, and regardless of their age or ability.   
  

The Glencoe Active Transportation Plan (GATP) will help improve our Village by reducing 

dependence on automobiles, and increase active transport modes like walking and bicycling. It will 

empower local residents, especially families, students, and commuters, to choose active transport 

modes when visiting local establishments and key destinations like parks and public spaces. The 

ultimate goal of the GATP is to eliminate all pedestrian, bicycle, and overall traffic conflicts. This 

includes vehicle/pedestrian crashes, vehicle/bicycle crashes, and any ‘near miss’ events.  
  

It is envisioned that in the future, Glencoe residents can more safely drive, walk or bike to any 
location within the village. The GATP will enable residents to visit key destinations including:  

• South, West, and Central Schools  
• Takiff Center  
• Public spaces including the Lakefront, Watts, Central (Berlin Baseball Park), Glencoe 

Garden and Wyman Green  
• Chicago Botanic Garden  
• Turnbull Woods  
• Glencoe Metra Station  
• Writers Theatre  
• Central commercial district  

  

Action Steps  
  

Who  Task   Start   End   
Steering  Complete GATP  

- ensure villagers engagement  
- create map of current situation and the desired future - 
non-infrastructural elements  such as education (is 
implementation prior to completion possible)  
- evaluate possible "quick fixes" (low cost)  
- review public bike sharing (incorporate in the GATP or 
as a separate action)  

2017  mid 2018  

Scott/Elsabé  Prioritize implementation actions from the GATP and determine 
players (NB in consultation with the GSTF)  

mid  
2018  

  

1  
  



 This includes:  
- communication (how, what and when)  
- speed  
- one-direction,  
based on the outcome of the GATP  

  

Scott/Elsabé/ 
Adam  

Ensure alignment between GATP and various other village 
activites (examples: Tudor court, Greenbay Trail)  

    

Scott /Elsabé  Ensure cooperation and visibility of the actions and educational 
aspects in order to change the transit culture (such as, school 
exam, car free Sunday, leveling rights of pedestrians and 
cyclists against cars).  

    
  

  
Budget   
  

FY 2018:    Develop the GATP   
a. Active Transportation Alliance Study $40,000 estimated.  

i. The GATP should include a Grid Map, detailed estimates to implement GATP 

solutions, and outreach to municipal entities and the public for input. ii. The GATP 

should include pedestrian and cycling safety strategies. iii. Grant funding to offset 

the cost will be pursued.  Additional funds have been obtained from Glencoe Park 

District and School District 35.   
  

Potential future projects will be programmed based on the recommendations of the GATG Master 

Plan, but may include the following:  
  

FY 2019:   Improvements to signage and grid maps $40,000 estimated.  
  

FY 2020:   Network Safety Study $20,000 estimated.                   

Bike Sharing Study, $10,000 estimated.  
  

Elevator Pitch  
The Glencoe Sustainability Task Force aims at creating awareness of and stimulate the development 
of environmental sustainability measures for the Village of Glencoe. The Transportation team is 
focusing on making the Village of Glencoe a safer and more fun place to walk, bike and drive and thus 
creating a less energy consuming and healthier community.  
  

2  
  



The GSTF has researched and discussed three main alternatives for promoting solar adoption 
in Glencoe, which are:  

Community Solar - advising citizens to subscribe to electricity produced by remote, 
utility-scale “solar gardens” installed in downstate locations.  
Solarize Campaign -a program under which a short list of contractors/installers is 
chosen, public education program developed and citizens encouraged to adopt solar 
using the short-listed contractors.  
Municipal Adoption whereby the VOG pursues rooftop solar installation on municipal, 
school district or park district buildings  

The task force concludes that the first two options could/would require the VOG to endorse 
specific market participants, which could: a)  be perceived as creating market bias; and b)  
expose the Village to liability should a chosen contractor fail to deliver.  Recognizing these risks, 
the GSTF recommends that:  

• The Village lead by example and endeavor to install PV solar panels on suitable municipal, 
school district and/or park district buildings; and,  

• The Village should encourage private sector building owners to install solar PV panels.  Auto 
dealerships on the frontage road would be logical first candidates.  Downtown commercial 
buildings and the Writers Theater could be secondary candidates.  

Elevate Energy, a Chicago-based non-profit focused on renewable energy issues, has been 
identified as an independent expert party which could support the VOG in this effort.  Services  
Elevate Energy could provide include:  

• Assessing a building’s suitability for solar panels (factors include size, roof age, obstacles 
such as HVAC units)  

• Developing economic models to test whether a an installation’s economics “pencil out”   
• Recommending suitable ownership/financial structures  

The biggest question concerning Elevate Energy is its capacity to take on the VOG as a new 
solar client.  Elevate may be awarded a contract that will consume its staff’s full capacity.  If this 
happens, a fallback provider must be identified.  For the time being, Elevate would be willing to 
both start  its review process and schedule a few building evaluations in Glencoe in  
the fall.    

To initiate the process, Elevate has asked that the VOG provide two years of a solar-candidate 
buildings’ electricity bills.  Roof suitability can be reviewed on a  preliminary basis by way of 
Google Earth.  With this information, candidate buildings can be somewhat filtered prior to the 
more time-intensive physical inspection.  

The cost of engaging Elevate Energy is not yet determined and will depend on the number of 
sites they examine and for which they develop economic models.  We propose that if the VOG 
approves moving forward with Elevate, it is initially a limited engagement.  We will revert to the 
board for additional approval once Elevate Energy has had a chance to visit some buildings in 
Glencoe and develops a better-informed estimate of its pricing for the engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glencoe Sustainability Task Force  

Reduce Energy Consumption  

  

Statement of Issue:  We are wasteful, choosing to throw away rather than “reduce, reuse or recycle.” 
We are used to creature comforts (e.g., a warm house in winter, an air-conditioned restaurant in 
summer).  We choose convenience (e.g. the offer of a plastic bag every time we shop) rather than 
make a deliberate decision to do our part to stop global warming.  
  
Future Goals: Reduce energy consumption by promoting an energy-efficient lifestyle. One of the 
simplest and most effective ways to cut back on energy consumption is to stop eating meat.  Educate 
the community in ways to cut back on energy consumption.    
  

Action Steps:  
Who  Task  Start  End  

Donna  
&  

Lisa  

Encourage “Meatless Monday”  
• Educate public (especially regarding statistics of 

producing a single pound of beef)  
• Encourage restaurants and coffee shops to add 

vegetarian item to menu and to promote Meatless 
Monday  

• Request Grand Foods and Foodstuffs to sell 
vegetarian entrees and to give out vegetarian recipes 
to promote Meatless Monday  

• Work with Glencoe Community Garden to sponsor a 
vegetarian chef to promote Meatless Monday  

• Put vegetarian recipes on our website; give them 
away at the library and schools  
  

April 2018    

  Decrease use of single use plastic bags, containers & straws   
• Work with businesses to “ban the bag”  
• Work with Village Board to consider ordinances 

banning plastic bag  
• Educate public to use reusable bags, request 

cardboard or paper containers, and eliminate straws  
  

    

  Eliminate Styrofoam containers  
• Work with businesses to replace Styrofoam products  
• Educate public to request alternative to Styrofoam   

  

    

Donna,  
Lisa,  
Adam   

Organize a “zero waste” public event  June 2018    

  Encourage energy audits of homes and municipal buildings  
 •  Recommend energy-efficient lighting  
  

    

  Promote public awareness; educate public through speaker 
series, website and newspaper articles  

• How to make home more energy-efficient  
• Reasons to use programmable thermostat  
• Rebate programs for star energy appliances  

  

    

  
Budget:  None needed at this time.  



 

 

Glencoe Sustainability Task Force-2018  

  

Recycling and Composting  

  
Statement of Issue  
  

Waste reduction is an important component of a successful sustainability plan. Solid waste 

landfills are the single largest contributor to man made methane in the United States and as 

such contribute greatly to global climate change. In addition, the vast majority of recyclable 

plastic ends up in landfills leaching pollutants into soil and water. By some accounts, 

strategies that target waste prevention, reuse, recycling and composting do more to reduce 

pollution and reduce greenhouse gas emissions than any other activity. The Village of 

Glencoe has a robust recycling program and an nascent food scrap pick up program. An 

expansion of such programs serves both the environment and enhances the reputation of 

the Village of Glencoe.  
  

Future Vision  
  

Successful municipal diversion programs require informed and motivated residents. The 

strategies listed here target public awareness, education about resources and enhanced 

accessibility to diversion methods.  
  
Action Steps  
  

Who  Task   Start   End  

Staff,  
GCG  

volunteers 
, compost 
experts  

1. Increase residential and commercial 
participation in food scrap collection / 
composting efforts. Metric: community 
survey to assess participation rates; track 
quantity of food scraps collected  

• “How to compost” lecture at Library.  

• Presence at French Market  

• Consider distribution of free compost bin 
program for residents (see what other 
communities have done)  

• Presentation to Chamber of Commerce  

• Launch “bins for businesses,” 
commercial, Village and GCG 
partnership with convenient drop off 
place for businesses and processing by 
GCG volunteers  

• Develop food-related business compost 
program with recognition component  
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Staff,  
Board  

2. Increase and improve downtown collection 
of recyclables. Metric: index of correctly 
placed items; quantities  

• Pilot small number of highly visible, 
recycling bins each with an attached 
story, coordinating with re-pavement 
project  

• Commercial customer recycling bins  

    

Staff  
volunteers  

3. Organize a recycling public event      

Staff  4. Increase collection of “non-traditional” 
recyclables: solid foam, fabric, hazardous 
waste, etc. Metric: quantities collected by 
category and list where to recycle on 
website  

• Increase number of Village collection days 

/ sites  

    

Staff,  
Lakeshore  

5. Develop a program involving stickers that 
will be affixed to recycling carts providing 
information about recyclables. Metric:  
Lakeshore stats  

    

        

        

        

        

        

  

  

Budget   
  

Cost of pilot recycling bins, compost bins for residential program, containers and grinding 

equipment for “bins for business” program and guest speaker fees TBD  

  



2  
The GSTF has researched and discussed three main alternatives for promoting solar adoption 
in Glencoe, which are:  

Community Solar - advising citizens to subscribe to electricity produced by remote, 
utility-scale “solar gardens” installed in downstate locations.  
Solarize Campaign -a program under which a short list of contractors/installers is 
chosen, public education program developed and citizens encouraged to adopt solar 
using the short-listed contractors.  
Municipal Adoption whereby the VOG pursues rooftop solar installation on municipal, 
school district or park district buildings  

The task force concludes that the first two options could/would require the VOG to endorse 
specific market participants, which could: a)  be perceived as creating market bias; and b)  
expose the Village to liability should a chosen contractor fail to deliver.  Recognizing these risks, 
the GSTF recommends that:  

• The Village lead by example and endeavor to install PV solar panels on suitable municipal, 
school district and/or park district buildings; and,  

• The Village should encourage private sector building owners to install solar PV panels.  Auto 
dealerships on the frontage road would be logical first candidates.  Downtown commercial 
buildings and the Writers Theater could be secondary candidates.  

Elevate Energy, a Chicago-based non-profit focused on renewable energy issues, has been 
identified as an independent expert party which could support the VOG in this effort.  Services  
Elevate Energy could provide include:  

• Assessing a building’s suitability for solar panels (factors include size, roof age, obstacles 
such as HVAC units)  

• Developing economic models to test whether a an installation’s economics “pencil out”   
• Recommending suitable ownership/financial structures  

The biggest question concerning Elevate Energy is its capacity to take on the VOG as a new 
solar client.  Elevate may be awarded a contract that will consume its staff’s full capacity.  If this 
happens, a fallback provider must be identified.  For the time being, Elevate would be willing to 
both start  its review process and schedule a few building evaluations in Glencoe in  
the fall.    

To initiate the process, Elevate has asked that the VOG provide two years of a solar-candidate 
buildings’ electricity bills.  Roof suitability can be reviewed on a  preliminary basis by way of 
Google Earth.  With this information, candidate buildings can be somewhat filtered prior to the 
more time-intensive physical inspection.  

The cost of engaging Elevate Energy is not yet determined and will depend on the number of 
sites they examine and for which they develop economic models.  We propose that if the VOG 
approves moving forward with Elevate, it is initially a limited engagement.  We will revert to the 
board for additional approval once Elevate Energy has had a chance to visit some buildings in 
Glencoe and develops a better-informed estimate of its pricing for the engagement. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glencoe Sustainability Task Force  

  

Approach with Glencoe Businesses  

  

2018  

  

Statement of the Issue  
  
Numerous Glencoe businesses contributed to a 2016 “sustainability inventory” conducted by the 

GSTF. Results were positive and showed that businesses have been employing sustainability 

practices for some time.   
  

Future Vision  
  

It is envisioned that most Glencoe businesses will be engaged in sustainable practices, resulting in 

more financial sustainability and a measurably lower impact on the environment.  
  

Action Steps  
  

1. Launch the business recognition program (done, the week of 1/15/2018)  
2. Publicize those businesses recognized by the above program on the Village’s website and 

through other media/means  
3. Provide the materials and means for businesses to learn other ways of being more sustainable  
  

Goals:  
  

1. To engage Glencoe businesses in sustainable practices;  
2. To assist in providing them the tools to engage in these practices.  
  

Action Steps:  
  

Who  Task  Start  End  
Staff,  

Donna,  
Hall   

1. Recognition Program-1st phase  
a. Reinforce initial mailing with “email blast” by the Village  
b. Review results of initial Village mailing, email blast  
c. Resend introductory letter & survey form to those 

businesses not responding to first mailing  
d. Determine process, procedure for awarding “medallion”  
e. Meet with Chamber & Business Liaison Team to review 

results, determine which businesses will receive 
medallion  

  
1/2018  
1/2018  
1/2018  

  
1/2018  
2/2018  

  
1/2018  
1/2018  
2/2018  

  
1/2018  
2/2018  

Staff   
Donna   

Hall   

2. Recognition Program-2nd phase-publicize, feature 
recipients of medallion, via: a. Village website  
b. Village’s quarterly publication  
c. Chamber publications, meetings  
d. In Rotary meetings  
e. Local press-Anchor, Glencoe News, Compass, etc.  
f. French Market (summer months)  

2/2018  12/2018  

Donna   
Hall   

3. Obtain, develop reference materials, other sources (such as 
internet sites) to make available to businesses for 
sustainable activities  

2/2018  4/2018  

     

  



Budget:  
  
For FY 2019 the Sustainability Task Force is requesting a $400 budget allocation for a business 

“incentivizing” program, to include the following:  
  

1. Educational and promotional events;  
2. Informational mailings that may include printing costs.    
  

  

2  
  

 



 

Glencoe Sustainability Task Force-2018  

Storm water Management  
Draft 3-19-18  

Statement of Issue  
  

The intent of managing storm water is three fold (1) capture and harvest value from the 

rainfall (2) to reduce the risks and consequences of flooding (3) enhance the environment 

with stormwater management features. Proper storm water management will protect the 

natural water cycle, save water for future generations, and shift the way that capital is spent 

on public infrastructure.  
  

Future Vision  
  

Storm Water management can be achieved by educating residents, regulating water runoff, 

promoting the on site use of storm water, setting runoff standards, and preserving open space 

on each lot. Reductions in storm water runoff decreases infrastructure costs, reduces 

chemical inputs to the environment, reduces flooding and reduces temperature extremes and 

the demand for irrigation water. Possible improvements include green roofs, rain barrels, 

bioswales, cisterns, rain gardens, native vegetation, detention / retention ponds, limits on 

impervious surfaces and strict erosion and sedimentation controls for construction.   
  

Action Overview    
  

Who  Task   Start   End  
Staff, GSTF   1. Promote storm water management through 

community education and persuasion. 
Stress the benefits of storm water 
management. Present arguments for and 
evidence of successful management 
programs. By establishing social norms, 
storm water management can be 
recognized as “the thing to do”.  Develop a 
program of public messaging including 
community outreach, social marketing, 
data sharing, citing specific examples and 
outcomes..   

Ongoing    

GSTF  2. Provide paper & web info flyer for public 
and share broadly.  

Ongoing    

Staff, GTSF  
Consultants  

3. Explore regulations that require storm 
water management. These include 
rewards, rules, mandatory standards and 
penalties. Also as part of that program,  
plumbing codes, requirements, taxes, 
fines, and incentives can be considered.  

Q3, 2018  Q4 2018  

Staff, GSTF  4. Participate in regional efforts and 
programs to manage storm water  

Ongoing    

Staff,   
GSTF  

5. Provide examples of successful storm water 
management programs.   

Underway  Ongoing  

[Type text]  
  



[Type text]  
  

 Benchmarking with like municipalities is 
another way to consider examples.   

  

Village  
GSTF  

6. (Re) Label storm drains indicating storm 
water discharge. Possible scout project.  

9/1 ?    

Village  
GSTF  
MWRD  

7. Establish Rain barrel day to encourage 
the capture and storage of rain 
water...consider programs with  
MWRD….or barrel art program...etc...  

8/1 ?    

Village  
GSTF  

8. Encourage downspout disconnection.  
Direct flow to landscaping.   

Ongoing    

Village  
GSTF  

9. Collaborate to improve ravines. This 
reduces soil erosion and improves runoff 
water quality  

Underway    

GSTF / 
Village  

11. Develop culture of innovation. There is 
no limit to the technology applied 
instomrater management, from Pavedrain 
to BySaver...to rainblockers...The Village 
should utilize more of the tools 
available...the GSTF can be a conduit for 
new ideas.  

    

  

Storm water Management  



  
Glencoe Sustainability Task Force-2018 

Water Conservation 
  DRAFT  3/19/18 

Statement of Issue   
  

The intent of a water conservation program is to reduce the environmental consequences 

and financial burden of potable (drinking) water use through the construction, operation and 

management of buildings, and infrastructure.This will reduce the demand for water 

resources, energy and harmful chemicals as well as reduce the burden of providing the 

Village water supply and local sanitary sewer system. Water conservation protects the 

natural water cycle, saves water for future generations and allows the Village to reduce or 

defer the capital investment needed for water supply and treatment infrastructure.  
  
Everytime we turn on the tap, Lake Michigan flows out of the fixture. This water is not 

returned to the Lake, but is conveyed into the Mississippi River, and ultimately discharged 

into the Gulf of Mexico.  
  

Future Vision  
  

People will become more aware of the water cycle, and thus more inclined to conserve.  
  
Water conservation can be achieved by educating residents, regulating water use, setting 

fixture standards, and measuring use. Reductions in water consumption will decrease 

building operating costs, reduce chemical inputs for treatment, reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and energy use and exceed the water efficiency standards mandated by the 

Energy Policy Act.     
  

Action Overview  (high priority activities for 2018)  
  

Who  Task   Start   End  
Staff, GSTF  1. Participate in regional efforts and 

programs to conserve water  
Ongoing    

Village  2. Provide financial incentives to residents 
for water conservation to include retrofitting 
fixtures, efficient appliances, water recycling, 
graduated billing arrangements, etc. Explore 
ComEd rebates as model.  

Ongoing    

Staff, GSTF   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

3. Promote water conservation through 
community education and persuasion. 
Stress the benefits of water conservation. 
Present arguments for and evidence of 
successful conservation programs. By 
establishing social norms water conservation 
can be recognized as “the thing to do”.  
Develop a program of public messaging with 
community outreach, social marketing, data 
sharing, citing specific examples and 
outcomes.   

Ongoing  
Start 7/1  

  



Water Conservation Actions  

GSTF  4. Provide paper & web info flyer for public 
and share broadly.  

Start 6/1  9/1  

Staff, GSTF  5. Encourage institutional   and commercial 
water conservation through education and 
recognition. Coordinate efforts with MWRD.  

Start 4/1    

Staff, Govt. 
partners  

6. Eliminate unnecessary pesticides & 
fertilizer on public property via staff 
education and contractor requirements.  

Start 4/1    

Village  7. Join Great Lakes & St. Lawrence Cities 
water protection initiative  

Start 7/1    

Village  8. Audit water supply and report results 
Required by State of Illinois...provide 
analysis of water consumption….request 
more data be made available.  

Underway  Ongoing  

Staff, GTSF  
Consultants  

9. Explore regulations that require water 
conservation, .including rewards, rules, 
standards and penalties. May include:  
plumbing codes, requirements, taxes, fines, 
and incentives.   

Underway  Ongoing  

Staff,   
GSTF  

10.  Provide examples of successful 
water conservation programs.  
Benchmarking with other municipalities is 
helpful.  

Underway  Ongoing  

  

 



Glencoe Sustainability Task Force 
 

Public Awareness Building 
 
Statement of the Issue 
Glencoe is a remarkable place, progressive and vibrant yet seemingly timeless. It is the vibrancy that 
we would like to highlight, by creating awareness of Glencoe’s ecological character, social 
awareness and economic vitality. Although a lot is happening, not enough is done to engage and 
educate the citizens, governance and commerce of Glencoe as to how we can enhance the 
communities’ progressive, vibrant and timeless nature. 
 
Future Vision 
It is envisioned that the citizens, governance and commercial leaders of Glencoe will be educated 
and aligned on the need to instill sustainable practices in all daily activities, and know where and 
how to seek guidance on sustainable choices. Further, the choices will enlighten the North Shore 
communities of the benefits of sustainable practices.  

 
Priority Task Who When 

1 Engage and seek alignment within the governance of Glencoe 
(Park, Library, School, Village) by aligning their vision, 
missions and goals. This may be done through a joint 
Sustainability Chapter added to the Strategic Plan of each 
organization. 
 

  

2 Assign responsibility and accountability to create regular 
communication articles in the various government 
newsletters. 

 

  

3 Work with the golf course to share messaging and create 
additional recreational opportunities beyond golf (bird 
watching, trail walk, etc.). 

  

4 Continue participation in regional environmental forums such 
as the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus and CONSEG.  

  

5 Get on the agenda of various government entity meetings to 
provide a quick talk about the GSTF and discuss the mission 
statement of our organization. 

 
 

 

  

 
 
Priority Task Who When 

6 Create unified and consistent website content across each 
governance to highlight sustainability as a collaborative and 
shared effort. 
 

  



7 Create the online capacity for a web-based framework for 
citizen action, which includes (1) a platform for volunteers to 
connect with organizations that need help (2) support  of an 
online community dialog for locals helping locals, and (3) an 
online resource for those electing to share their efforts, 
successes and failures 

 

  

8 Publicize and maintain the Sustainability Inventory on the 
Village’s website 

  

9 Create and maintain a residential ‘Clearinghouse’ of 
sustainable projects that have been completed by residents 
within the Village.   
 

  

 
Priority Task Who When 

10 Encourage newspaper to have a regular story that highlight 
sustainable practices. 
 

  

11 Add agenda item to GSTF meeting to compile monthly local 
events that are newsworthy to communicate with press. 

 

  

12 Coordinate any awareness efforts with the Chamber of 
Commerce 

  

13 Develop a professional booklet on sustainability, and 
informative actions that citizens can use 
 

  

14 Include results of the Sustainability Inventory in media and 
other communication activities 

 
 

 

  

 



Glencoe Sustainable Task Force 
 

Ravines 

 
Statement of Issue 
Healthy ravines are beautiful landscapes that protect Lake Michigan water and beaches, reduce property 
erosion, and provide habitat for endangered species. Many people don’t appreciate and honor the unique 
treasure that we have in the ravines. Neglect of ravines can create dangerous, muddy ditches that erode 
properties, reduce property values and increase pollution to Lake Michigan. 
 
Future Vision 
Once residents understand the fragility of the ravines and the financial consequences of neglecting them, 
they can clean out the ravine of unwanted debris and restore it to a healthy and beautiful state. Alliance for 
the Great Lakes will provide resources to help the homeowners move forward. 
 
Ethan Brown of the Alliance for the Great Lakes has agreed to take the lead on a workshop to engage 
residents maintaining ravine properties. The Village would like to fully participate with the workshop, 
requesting it be slated for March of 2017.  
 

Priority Task Who When 

1 It is recommended that the Village continue to assess 
potential broken pipes and also address stormwater 
management on their utility easement on the bottom of the 
ravines. 
 

  

2 Hold a Ravine Community Workshop in Glencoe to engage 
residents about their ravine properties.  The workshop would 
share information with homeowners and the Village on why 
the ravines are such special living landscapes and how to 
care for the ravines for financial, environmental and esthetic 
reasons. The workshop will also discuss the steep slope and 
tree ordinances. Village staff has met with Ethan Brown from 
the Great Lakes Alliance to begin discussions about holding 
a community workshop for ravine property owners.   

 

  

3 Finalize a venue and time for the workshop. Time and venue 
has been finalized for April 27 at the Takiff Center. 

  

4 Advertise the workshop (i.e. direct marketing to 
homeowners, newspaper ads, and other media 
communications).A marketing plan is currently underway. 
 

  

5 Identify next steps for residents that participate in the 
workshop to continue to stay engaged. 

 
 

 

  

 

 



Sustainability Task Force Glencoe Anchor Articles 

Planned Submissions 

Draft – 8/22/2019 

Topics and Proposed Publishing Dates:  

• August 22: The Four Rs – Reuse, Reduce, Recycle and Refuse 
• September 19: Sustainable School Activities 
• October 17: Solarize Glencoe 
• November 14: : The Greenest Building 
• December 19: Winter Composting and Food Waste 
• January 16: 2019 Task Force Recap 

 

All submissions should be forwarded to the Glencoe Anchor no later than the Thursday before the 

intended publishing date.  




